


























are in house, allow them to range with the male, or put them on 
the yard together with bucks. Also give plenty of clean water, 
and improve feeding with salt lick free choice. If there is no 
improvement after one-month your goat possibly have cystic 
ovaries. This is a clinical problem that requires the attention of a 
veterinarian. 

2. Problem of Low sperm count in He-goat 
If your breeding males do not want to breed; Examine the feet 
and other parts of the body for evidences of injury. De-worm if it 
has not been de-worm and give more greens leaves, carrots and 
vitamin supplements. If there are no improvements, fatten for 
sell and look for a replacement. If it is your choice breeder and 
don 't want to dispose, call your veterinarian to examine these
men. 

3. False Pregnancy 
Your goat may appear pregnant to you and no kid is delivered 
when it is expected to deliver. It may have been served and even
tually it gives birth to a large quantity of water and no kid. The 
cause is not known but you need to be patient. The goat will 
breed normally and give birth after the discharge has ceased. If 
you are still in doubt call your local Veterinarian. 

4. Abortion in early pregnancy 
If your goat mis-carry shortly after it has taken in, it is pos

sible that she was stressed. Look for possible sources of stress. Stress 

could come as a result of mishandling, in fighting or inadequate nu
trition. It could also result from worm infestation. When you dis
cover the source of problem correct it immediately. If you cannot 
identify it immediately call your local veterinarian. 
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5. Abortion in late pregnancy 
When your goat mis-carry and deliver fetus prematurely, you 

should suspect feed poisoning and avoid them. It could also result 
from rough handling or poor feeding during early stages of the preg
nancy. 

6. Milk fever 
Symptoms of milk fever are in coordination, staggering, collapse and 
inability to rise from rest. It occurs when the pregnancy is about 4 
months or about 1 week after kidding. If you observe this symptom, 
give two-table spoon of vegetable oil and immediately call in your 
Veterinarian for feeding advice. 

7. Difficult delivery 
Goats that strains vigorously deliver kids that are strong and active. 
If a goat does not strain vigorously, kids are stressed. They are born 
weak or dead. To avoid this problem, increase feeding during the 
last 8 weeks of pregnancy. Give iodized mineral salt lick free choice. 

8. Pink Milk 
You can find trace ofblood in the milk. People don't like this in milk 
and may not pay well for such milk. This is common shortly after 
kidding, especially in first kidders. This is usually due to the bursting 
of small blood vessels in the udder. The animal may not sign of ill 
health. If the milk out put is high enough and the kid are not sucking 
regularly it is important to hand-milk 2 to 3 times a day to avoid 
Mastitis and unhealthy distension of the udder ligaments. 

9. Mastitis 
Mastitis is the inflammation of the udder. The udder will be hot to 
touch, very tender, the milk will clot and blood streaks will be ob
served in the milk. The goat will not have appetite for feed because 
of the pain. The pupil of the eyes will be narrowed to slit in worst 
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cases, the udder may have internal sore that produce pus. And tissue 
of the udder may gradual slough away and the goat may die of high 
fever. Mastitis responds well to antibiotic if carefully managed by 
veterinarian. It is important to take note that mastitis is a common 
occurrence in heavy milkers especially few weeks after kidding. It 
could result from milk pressure injury to the udder. Heavy milkers 
that are not milked regularly will have mastitis. To prevent mastitis 
let the kids suck for first 4 days after delivery and machine-milk or 
hand-milk her regularly. The milking times every day should be regu
lar as much as possible. Somebody must always be around to milk 
the queen when it is time. 

TREATING NEW BORN KID IN DISTRESS. 

1. Navel dressing 
The navel cord break naturally after delivery and the blood in 

it flows into the kid. If the cord is not broken, you can break it from 
the sac. Every delivery comes with a large amount of moisture on 
the body and mucus in the nostril. This should be cleaned out imme
diately to avoid infection ofthe navel. Also the navel should be dressed. 

To dress the navel, dip the cord in iodine to prevent deadly 
germ from moving up inside the kid's body. Cover the navel with a 
small container containing iodine. Turn the opening against the kid's 
body and hold for one minute. Thus form of dressing is effective to 
prevent the kid from infection through the navel. 

2. Fostering 
If the dam die or may be in poor health sometimes or have 

difficulty accepting their young. You can either hold the mother still 
so that the young can drink or placed the young kid with another 
mother who will accept them. To foster a kid, rub the orphan with 
the after birth of another goat that has just delivered. This can help 
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her to be accepted. If it not possible just collects milk in a feeding 
bottle and feed directly to kids by hand. 

3. Disbudding 
Losses in a herd do to infighting can be avoided if goats are 

dehorned. A kid's horn bud can be removed with caustics or they can 
be burned. 

1. Book an appointment with your veterinarian to dis
bud at 4 days old. Male kids can be done at 2 days 
old. 

2. An assistant folds the kids on his lap with the legs into 
a sitting position and holds him firmly between the 
knees. He puts the fingers of both hands under the 
kids' chin and his thumbs above the eyes. 

3. Chip the hair extensively and closely around the hom 
bud. 

4. The disbudding iron can either be electric or ordinary 
iron heated in the naked fire to red-hot. It is placed 
exactly over the horn bud for exactly 6 second. You 
should not exert pressure at all. Apply gentian violet 
over the whole area and lay it to rest in a quite place 
undisturbed for some hours. Do not allow the mother 
to lick the wound. 

4. Deodorization 
The smell glands in goat head make male goats to be offen

sive. The odors stains milk and eliminate the goaty flavors, which 
can affect milk quality and the sale value. 

The gland areas are seen as an area of thickened and glister-
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ing skin around the hom bud. If the gland is active, the skin is raised 
and folded, forming 3 bumps on each side in kids hom bud. The 
gland is shiny and darker than skin other skin around the hom. You 
can suspect a smelly goat by rubbing the glandular area with your 
hand for a few moments and sniff your finger. It is better if all avail
able kids are deodorized when homed kids are disbudded. When the 
normal cover of hair and dirt is removed, the area is scorched to a 
borne-like appearance with a red-hot disbudding iron. In the same 
way as the hom bud. The procedure is very simple and is not danger
ous if carefully done by a vet. 

5. Castration 
You should castrate male kids not used for breeding. Cas

trated kids grow faster and reach market weight on time saving your 
energy time and money. The male kids is sexually matured at 3 
months and at that age, the effect of castration at birth will result in 
doubling the efficiency with which the kid converts milk into meat. 
The other advantage is that it will prevent unwanted pregnancy. 
Castration is done within a day or 2 of birth. You should call on your 
veterinarian for assistance. 
6. Destruction of Unwanted Kids 

Some male kids are malformed and some are very weak to 
live. You may want to destroy them at birth. To destroy unwanted 
kid, use chloroform on a pad of cotton wool. With the kid laid on 
your kneel. Bring the pad soaked with chloroform nearer and nearer 
to its nose as it drops off to sleep. When breading has completely 
stopped, lay the kid in a carton outside with the pad over the nose. 
Cover the box and leave till the kid is cold and rigid Get rid of it by 
burying it. You may equally slaughter if you are sure you will not 
contaminate your environment with the blood spilled. 
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COMMON PROBLEMS OF GOAT KIDS 

l . Common Cold 
Cold account for 50% of all losses after successful delivery. 

Exposures to cold occur out doors especially in bad weather and wet 
environment. Provision of simple kid shelter with plenty of dry 
beddings will reduce the risk of cold. You can equally provide source 
of heating in bad weather. Heating is cheaper compared to loosing a 
kid that has been successful delivered 

An Example of modern Housing for Goat 

2. Navel ill 
Shortly after delivery, a large amount of moisture and mucus gets 
into the pen. If goat kid environment and body is not properly cleaned 
the navel will be contaminated. The symptoms of navel ill will in
clude among others Lameness, stiffness, swollen joint, fever, in new 
born kids, and is fatal if not treated. Prevention is by sanitation, clean 
dry environment, and Dip navel in 7% iodine at birth. Provide plenty 
of clean dry beddings. 

18 



3. Diarrhea 
Signs of diarrhea include loose stools, dehydration, and tempera
ture. The control is mainly by good nursing. Give salt solution-
1 teaspoon of salt per liter of lukewarm water and bottle feed 3 
time a day just like you feed milk to foster kids. In serious diar
rhea case, treat with amprolium, and immediately notify your vet 
for a follow up. 

4. Starvation 
Goat kid s can starve without you noticing it. Especially if 

they are delivered in multiple and one of them happens to be very 
weak to suck while other are sucking. Once feeding order is estab
lished the Kids may be affected. Kids suffering from starvation will 
appear cold and weaker because of exhaustion. Symptoms of starva
tion are Common between 12 - 72 hours after birth. Always watch 
out for symptoms. 
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Prevention is largely a matter of common sense. Good nutrition for 
the dam during pregnancy will ensure strong kid with plenty of en
ergy reserves. Twins and triplets, which are most likely to starve 
should be attended to and help to suckle. 
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